
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear PROBUS Members: 

Wow, how life has been changed! I am sure you are 

following the fast-moving events affecting daily life. 

Our Executive Team is trying to be proactive keeping 

our members informed regarding PROBUS events 

with your safety being most important. Hopefully, 

sooner than later, we will all be active and enjoying 

the terrific offerings we all enjoy as Probus members.  

 

Meanwhile, I encourage you to keep in touch with each other by 

email or phone. Reach out to another member via email or phone 

and say ‘Hi” Maybe, share what you are doing to keep busy. 

 

I understand the Knitting Group is sharing via email pictures of their 

knitting projects that they are doing to pass the time. What a great 

way to keep in touch. Also, apparently a few of you are writing    

PROBUS Limericks!   Stay well everyone.  

 

Until next time,  

Dave 
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OUR NEXT APRIL 14TH MEETING IS CANCELLED—see following pages for info 

With the recent cancellations and chang-

es happening St. Patrick’s Day was a 

small blip on the radar. Thank goodness 

these two leprechauns celebrated the 

day and it looks like they have started 

their pot of gold too! 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html


 

Corona virus, COVID-19,  Notices Sent From  

PROBUS Club of Bradford Executive 

Email sent on March 14 

 

 

Dear PROBUS Members,  

We would like to give you a club update. Your Execu-

tive Team has been discussing the progression of 

COVID-19, our community decisions to cancel or de-

lay activities and most importantly what would be 

best for our members. Your health and wellbeing are 

vitally important to us. Moving forward through these 

unprecedented times we want to be very cautious. 

Therefore, we will start by cancelling the following 

Events: 

          March 17th - ROMEO Breakfast 

          March 24th - RODEO Lunch 

March 14th - St. Patrick’s Day Celebration – 

Newmarket Theatre canceled this event. 

                 (The people who were attending 

would have already hear from Amy.) 

March 21st - Ellis’ Pancake Breakfast 

April 4th      - Wine Tasting Party 

Refunds will be given at the next PROBUS General 

Meeting. That said, we are still deciding if the April 

14th General Meeting will be canceled. We will let you 

know well in advance if the meeting is canceled. 

In addition to our event cancellations, please cancel 

any ‘Activity Group’ (i.e. Badminton, Bid Euchre, Book 

Club, Bridge, Dinner Club, Genealogy, Knitting, Pho-

tography and Walks/Hikes). 

We will continue to monitor the COVID-19 situation 

and as we get new information let you know via 

email if we need to cancel other future Events, Activi-

ty Groups and our April General Meeting. Hopefully, 

life will return to normal (whatever that is?) in the 

near future.  

 

These are truly unsettling times and difficult 

to predict our club’s next steps. Please stay 

safe.  

Take care,  

Deb 

Email sent on March 16 

 

 

Dear PROBUS Members,  

Like many of you, Dave and your Executive Team 

having been following the quickly changing status of 

COVID-19. As the future continues to become more 

unclear, we have made the decision to cancel our 

April 14th General Meeting.  Please reference my 

note of March 14th detailing the other PROBUS Club 

event and activity group cancellations.  

We would like to thank the folks hosting Activity 

Group get togethers for contacting their individual 

groups to cancel already scheduled meetings. We 

know it can be difficult to reschedule dates and the 

preparation you may have done prior to hosting.  

Looking for something to do? Enter our PROBUS Lim-

erick Contest for a chance to win! 

First Prize is $50; Second Prize is $35; Third Prize is 

$25!  

Plus, your picture and Limerick will be published in 

our PROBUS Club of Bradford Newsletter and PRO-

BUS Canada website!  

To enter please send your Limerick’s to me.  

Thank You! to those folks who have submitted your 

Limerick. They are a hilarious!  

We will continue to follow the COVID-19 situation and 

update you via email on the status of future Events, 

Activity Groups and our May General Meeting.  

 

Be safe, be well.  

Take care,  

Deb 
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The following page is a copy of the email notices previously sent out to all members on March 14 and March 

16 detailing the steps the executive has taken to ensure our PROBUS members are protected. 

With COVID-19 information changing daily/hourly, we will continue to keep you appraised, by email notices, if 

club circumstances change. 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html


 

Corona virus, COVID-19,  Notices Sent From  

PROBUS Club of Bradford Executive 

Email sent on March 21 

 

 

Dear PROBUS Members, 

Happy Spring!  I am certainly looking forward to some 

nicer weather and getting out in the garden.  

    We have cancelled a couple more events: 

1.   April 20th - NATIONAL CANADIAN FILM DAY - this 

was cancelled by the National Canadian Film Day 

organizers. 

2.    May 2nd – Bid EUCHRE NIGHT 

Refunds will be given at the next General Meet-

ing.  As you know, we cancelled April’s General Meet-

ing and are not sure when the next meeting will be. 

We will keep you updated.  

We hope everyone is keeping busy.  We know many 

of you are exchanging phone calls and emails. That 

is a lovely way to stay in touch. As a club, we too are 

looking for ways to stay in touch with you during this 

time of social distancing and self-quarantining.  

 

We would like to share with you a story from 

Dale about finding a solution to getting gro-

ceries when Pat and him returned home 

from Florida. Like many of our recently re-

turning Snowbirds they needed to self-

quarantine. You may find this helpful if you 

don’t want to go into the grocery stores. 

 

“Hello Deb:  

During this time of social distancing and self-

quarantining, our members may be interested in ex-

ploring on-line grocery shopping. Our kids have been 

raving about how easy this type of shopping is for at 

least a year. They use on-line grocery shopping exclu-

sively. 

So.... given that we are not supposed to go out in 

public (a lot of people have been telling me that for 

years)… we thought it would be interesting to give it a 

try. There are basically 2 types of online services - 

one is called "click and collect" where you order and 

pay online and schedule when you would like to pick 

it up. The other is to place the online order and then 

request delivery. Almost all of the major grocery  

chains offer the pick up service - however, only a few 

offer delivery. We went with the Superstore and opt-

ed for delivery.  

The process is relatively simple. First you set up an 

account with the store - in our case it was at http://

www.realcanadiansuperstore.ca. Once you complete 

the forms you start placing your order by picking from 

the vast food selections available. You are able to 

schedule a delivery time and track your order. We 

received a number of texts from the picker asking if 

a particular substitution (with photo) was acceptable. 

The order was then delivered within the expected 

time frame. There was an extra cost for the service 

($3.99 Delivery Fee, Tip $4.80 and Service Fee of 

$4.80) Most of these charges would be waived if you 

opt for pick up. We believe the picker also saved us 

about half these fees by making smart substitu-

tions.” 

You may like to check out what is available from the 

grocery stores near you.  Pete and I are going to try it 

too! 

If you would like to share a story with the club about 

what you are doing please send it to me.  I will gath-

er up a few stories, then forward them to the 

club.  Please keep them light and leave the advice to 

the experts. 

Take care, Deb 
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Baking With Pat... 

Sooooo I’m day 3 

quarantined. I’m a 

capable adult. I 

will make bread! 

House smelled 

great!  Sigh.   

At least it has a 

purpose.  11 more 

days to go. 

http://www.realcanadiansuperstore.ca./
http://www.realcanadiansuperstore.ca./
http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html


BRADFORD PROBUS MARCH MEETING HIGHLIGHTS...  

Club President, Dave McMillan, opened and welcomed visiting guests.  

Announcing!! A Vice President and Social Chair are needed for next year’s executive. If you wish to contribute 

to the PROBUS club by taking on one of these positions, contact an Executive member.  

More teen pictures were shared and keep them coming. 

10 birthday wishes extended to those PROBUS members celebrating in March and a special 80th to Evelyn. 

$64.00 won in the 50/50 draw. 

Limerick contest rules and prizes were announced: 

 Plug in your creative mind and write a limerick about  PROBUS 

 Email your limerick to Deb at: bradfordprobus@gmail.com by March 31st 

 A panel of judges will pick 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize limericks 

 Winners will receive CASH Prizes. 1st Prize $50. 2nd Prize $35. 3rd Prize $25. 

 A picture of you and your limerick will be printed in the monthly PROBUS newsletter AND on the PROBUS 

Canada website 

A Limerick: A comic verse containing 5 lines.  

Lines 1, 2 and 5 are longer and rhyme.  

Lines 3 and 4 are shorter and rhyme. 

 

Pete did an overview of the PROBUS website. There is a wealth of information on our PROBUS club site includ-

ing past speakers, the clubs and down loads for various sign up sheets and a calendar which includes all 

events.  
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Follow-up from Dr. Sharon Cohen’s Memory Program Swab Group will be doing swabs on 

April 28 from 10:00  am to 12 noon in the meeting room at St. John’s Presbyterian Church. 

Phillip has organized the participants into 2 groups. An email is sent to the participants to 

organize. Only those who signed up will be tested.  

Due to COVID-19 closures this date may change. Participants will be notified. 

Bradford has a group of old farts, 

They love to play cards and eat tarts, 

A trip on a coach bus, 

Ye group called PROBUS, 

Who wants to organize group darts? 

Guest Speaker—Neil Crone , Canadian actor 

Neil is a Toronto born Canadian actor, comedian, writer and motivational speaker. He has 

performed in radio commercials, TV shows and is the voice of numerous animation char-

acters. One of Neil's more memorable roles was as radio host Fred Tupper on the CBC 

Television comedy series Little Mosque on the Prairie.  

Neil gave a very honest, touching and humorous presentation about his 2 greatest epiph-

any moments in his life; his career change from teacher to actor and the diagnosis and 

survival of colon cancer.   “Nothing is worth more than this day.” Neil Crone 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html


Future Speakers... 

For more information click on this link w w w . b r a d f o r d p r o b u s . w e e b l y . c o m / a c t i v i t y c l u b s . h t m l  

APRIL— James Lockyer CM, Wrongful Convictions in Canada 

James Lockyer CM is a lawyer and prominent social justice activist in Toronto. He is 

the founding Director of Innocence Canada and is a member of the order of Canada. 

Mr. Lockyer has been instrumental in exposing more than 10 wrongful convictions in 

Canada, including the cases of Guy Paul Morin and David Milgaard. Mr. Lockyer has 

also worked on behalf of Steven Truscott, whose 1959 conviction was overturned in 

2007,  and for Robert Baltovich, who was found not guilty in a retrial in 2008. 

MAY— Sherry Lawson, Chippewas of Rama First Nation Elder 

Sherry Lawson is a member of Mnijikaning First Nation, and author, and 

previously Director of Corporate  Affairs and Public Relations at Casino 

Rama. Sherry is well known for her powerful oral recounting of local na-

tive history. She has spoken to many PROBUS clubs over the years and 

with her unique brand of storytelling, deeply rooted in her own family and 

community, she will be of interest to all. 

JUNE— Dr. Adam Chapnick, PH.D. 

Dr. Adam Chapnick Ph.D., is the Deputy Director of Education at the Ca-

nadian Forces Military College of Canada and a professor of defence 

studies at the Royal Military College of Canada. 

An award winning author, Dr. Chapnick also lectures and speaks about 

Canadian foreign policy and international security issues at many func-

tions and events across the greater Toronto community. 

 

 

DEFERED TO A FUTURE DATE 2020/21 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html


BRADFORD  

PROBUS  

CLUBS 

Badminton  Lindsay B.  

Bid Euchre  Deborah L.  

Book   Cheryl B.  

Bridge  Bob E.  

Dinner  Club Dale T.  

Genealogy  Marianne B.  

Knitting  Linda A.  

Walking/Hikes  Bev  F. 

Photography   Robert A.  

Use the link 

below to     

contact an   

organizer to 

join. 
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Our Members Are Busy... 

Once upon a time, a few ladies 

who enjoyed knitting (and some 

who wanted to take up the craft) 

would meet at each other’s home 

for an afternoon of company and 

knitting. Of course, word got 

around and as the numbers grew they decided to make their 

group a regular club in PROBUS. Membership has grown to 

about a dozen industrious ladies who meet twice a month to 

create beautiful knit and crochet items. New members are al-

ways welcome and if you are new to the craft there is always 

lots of instruction, encouragement and trading of patterns. 

These are examples of some members work. 

By Lorna By Clair 
By Cheryl 

By Brenda 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html


National PROBUS Month Kickoffs with a Flag Raising Event 

On Tuesday, March 3, the PROBUS Club of Bradford and the PROBUS Club of Bradford West Gwillimbury  cele-

brated National PROBUS month with the raising of the PROBUS flag at the Town of Bradford City Hall.  The 

weather was beautiful and we were fortunate to have luminaries such as Mayor Rob Keffer and Councillor Ron 

Orr in attendance. There were approximately 40 members representing both clubs. We all then enjoyed a deli-

cious lunch at Boston Pizza! 



WHAT’S COMING...  
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April 22 at 11:00 am  

At 4316 Concession 5 Loretto 

Get a tour of the farm, meet the “girls” 

and peruse the farmers’ market  

RODEO LUNCH, March 21   ELLIS’ PANCAKE BREAKFAST, March 21 

WINE TASTING PARTY , April 4  

ALL CANCELLED  

NATIONAL CANADIAN FILM DAY 

TWO CANADIAN FILMS AND A PIZZA PARTY 

April 20th Starts At 4:00 pm 

 

2 FOR 1 ON APRIL 22—Sheldon Creek Dairy Farm and the Banting Homestead Alliston 

Bring a picnic lunch or purchase lunch in Alliston. 

EVENT IS FULL 

After the farm — 5116 Sir Frederick Banting Rd., Alliston 

The Following Events Are Still Available BUT Subject To Change Due To The COVID-19 

Virus Circumstances.  YOU WILL BE UPDATED BY EMAIL OF ANY CHANGES. 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
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WHAT’S COMING...  

BID EUCHRE NIGHT 

May 2nd Starts At 7:00 pm 

Where:  Bond Head United 

Church  

Cost: $10.00 per member Due 

Apr 14th 

• Sign up with a partner 

• Bring and appetizer/snack 

• Coffee, tea and water supplied 

SPECIAL EXHIBIT OF  

THE GROUP OF SEVEN 

May 19      Starts At 10:00 am  

Where:  McMichael Gallery, Kleinburg  

Cost: $12.00 admission—at the door      

Parking $7.00 (car pool avail.) 

*Tour is lead by John and Helene  

*Optional lunch at the McMillan Galley Café  

*Sign up by May 12th 

PROBUS CLUB OF BRADFORD 10TH ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON 

June 9th      At 12:30 PM        

Where:  St. Johns Presbyterian Church  

A complimentary luncheon to celebrate our club’s 10th Anniversary! 

Sign up by May 12th 

The Following Events Are Still Available BUT Subject To Change Due To The COVID-19 Virus 

Circumstances.  YOU WILL BE UPDATED BY EMAIL OF ANY CHANGES. 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
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PROBUS Club of Bradford’s 

10th Anniversary Celebration 

June 16, 2020 

At Min Ho Restaurant, Bradford 

More details to come! 

WHAT’S COMING...Future Events!  

OCTOBER 1— 4th  PROBUS ROAD TRIP! 

Bradford PROBUS and Cruise Holidays 

are offering a 4 day trip to:  

Frankenmuth, Michigan and beautiful 

Mackinac Island, MI. 

October 1 to 4th (Thursday to Sunday) 

Please see next page for trip details/

itinerary, pricing, etc.  

$400. deposit to reserve your seat is 

required to be paid to Jodi Simpson at 

Cruise Holidays by April 15th.  

Final Payment by July 14 

Minimum 30 people 

Max. 50 people 

 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
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Welcome to March or “the year of the “Coronavirus, COVID-19” and the great toilet paper rush.  

This page is dedicated to some humour that is circulating regarding the COVID-19 virus. Hope 

you enjoy because we could all use a good laugh about now. 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
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This could be the 

knitting group’s 

next project! 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html

