
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Dear PROBUS Members: 

 

Once again, I hope that this newsletter finds you and your family well. 

 

Our club has now opened all the internal clubs and Wendy is continuing to line 

up more great social events. We invite you to join us in these wonderful fellow-

ship opportunities. You may also want to consider joining Wendy’s Social 

Team. New members always bring energy and fresh ideas. 

 

This will be my last “President’s Message” as I complete my term at the end of 

August. Starting in September, Bunny Kaufman will be our club’s President. 

Please join me in congratulating Bunny! 

 

Covid has been with us since March 2020 and as we are a social club, this 

has been difficult on all of us. The Executive Team faced a host of new issues 

on the fly with constantly changing policies by Public Health, Government 

rules and regulations, venues opening and closing, trying to safely keep some 

of our internal clubs and social activities running, etc., keeping in mind that 

our membership is considered higher risk as it pertains to Covid. That said, I 

could not be prouder of how the Executive Team pulled together through this 

once in a lifetime crisis. It has been my pleasure to have the opportunity to 

work with such wonderful people. 

 

I would like to thank our management team and other volunteers who helped 

tremendously to keep the club running during the exceptionally difficult Covid 

times. Their contributions have been invaluable. 

 

I would also like to thank our members for their support over the last 4 years 

particularly those who have attended our internal clubs, monthly general 

meetings and social events.   

 

Carol loves anything by Andy Williams. Please enjoy Moon River. 

Stay healthy and enjoy your summer. 

 

Until next time, 

Dave 
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 2022 Executive Committee:  

President: Dave McMillan  

Vice President: Bunny Kaufman 

Secretary:  Cheryl Blair 

Treasurer: Lorna Foti  

Social Chair: Wendy Van Straten  

Communication Chair: 

 Deborah Liukaitis 

Technical Chair:  Pete Liukaitis 

Speakers’ Chair:   Philip Junop  

Members Chair: Patricia Dion 

Major Events: 

 Brenda Andrews and 

 Peggy Michaud 

Members at Large:  

Dale Tasker and Pat Mohren 

Past President: Dave Martin 
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PROBUS News…. .  
PROBUS  C lub of  Bradford 

Volume 134, Published July 2022 

Next PROBUS meeting     
August 9th at 10:00 am 

At St. John’s Presbyterian Church 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LK4pmJQ6zgM
http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
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Guest Speaker– Sherry Lawson, Native Author and Activist  

Lindsay Brooks is this month’s “Who Is It?” 

• He grew up in Montreal and graduated from Sir George Williams University (now Con-

cordia University) with a B Com in marketing. 

• Worked in the Health/Beauty Aids and Pharmaceuticals for 35 years. Worked at 

Clairol and was General Manager for Chattem Canada. 

• Enjoys music, shopping and lazy days at the pool. 

with Lorna Foti 

JULY BIRTHDAYS...  

Heather Cannata Carol Conroy 

Ruth Coutts  Deborah Liukaitis 

Mark Summers Pat Tasker 

Helene Van Houten   

JULY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS...  

Sherry Lawson is the middle daughter of an Ojibway father and an Algonquian mother. She grew 

up a Rez kid of the Loon Clan on Rama Reserve near Orillia, Ontario in the lean 50’s and 60’s. 

Through her stories about attending an Indian Day School, on the reservation, run by the church 

she explained how this schooling impacted the way she saw herself as a native person.  

Sherry brought in some traditional items, cedar and sage, a tobacco tie and a porcupine needle 

basket. She explained their uses and how some of these (and other) traditional crafts are becom-

ing a dying skill. 

Sherry also spoke briefly of the impact of the discovery of the unmarked graves has on both native and non-native peo-

ple. She does not believe there is a list of things that can be done to “fix” things. She also does not believe we should 

feel bad or guilty but need to listen to the stories and truths – many times – so we can truly understand what happened.  

Won by Venita Lovelace. Enjoy your windfall! 

SOME SAY WE’RE EVERYONE’S            

FAVORITE COUNTRY. WE PREFER  

FAVOURITE! 

Are you sweating whilst putting gas in your car?  

Feeling sick when paying for it… 

You have got the carownervirus! 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/1t17X7odCbc
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 August Guest Speaker...Dr. Sohail Gandhi, Personal Insight Into COVID -19 

Dr. Sohail Gandhi practices family medicine in Stayner, Ontario and has been the Investigating 

Coroner of Simcoe County since 2001. A graduate of the University of Toronto, Dr. Gandhi is cur-

rently an assistant clinical professor at Queen’s University Medical School and a lecturer in medi-

cine at the University of Toronto. He has held leadership positions at both the OMA and in the 

community, including Medical Staff Executive and Chief of Family Practice at Collingwood General 

and Marine Hospital, and Chair of the Board of the Georgian Bay Family Health Team. 

Dr. Gandhi was awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal in 2012 for Dedicated 

Service to Peers and the Community, and the Award of Excellence from the Ontario College of 

Family Physicians in 2012. Dr. Gandhi is the President of the OMA and is the Director of the Section of General and 

Family Practice.  

In his spare time, he tries desperately to keep his four sons in line (he’s failing).  

 September Guest Speaker...Dr. Riley Moynes—Th Four Phases of Retirement  

Dr. Moynes is a successful educator, financial wealth management expert and best selling author.   

Riley will explore and explain the four phases of retirement that almost everyone experiences and 

will help both currently retired people and those not yet retired. 

“If you don’t think you can make it into work        

tomorrow give me a call.” 

A woman got a pet parrot, but she was horrified 

to discover that all it did was say mean things and 

insult her. To her dismay, nothing she did could 

stop it. She was especially worried because her 

whole family was coming over for Christmas     

dinner. 

When the dinner finally came, the parrot didn’t 

say a word the entire time. After the meal, the 

parrot turned to it’s owner and said,  

“Please    forgive my behaviour from before. I was 

entirely out of line.” 

“Wow,” the woman said, “glad to hear it.” 

“If I may ask,” said the parrot “what on earth did 

that turkey say to you!?” 

 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/1t17X7odCbc


 

 EVENTS—Scanlon Creek Summer Picnic—held 

June 21st  

Looks like a good crowd and plenty of food too. 

What a lovely day to catch some sun and chat with friends.  

The two empty chairs were reserved for Dale and I.  

Sorry we couldn’t make it. 
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http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/1t17X7odCbc
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 EVENTS—Walking Tour of Toronto Island held July 19  

Report from Wendy—It was an extremely hot day, but our small group thor-

oughly enjoyed an informative and leisurely stroll around Toronto Island. A 

cold beverage and delicious lunch on a tree shaded patio at the Riviera was a 

great way to end the excursion. 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html


 

E-transfer  payments to  bradfordprobus.treasurer@gmail.com.  In  the message f ie ld  

include:  name of  the event  and names of  the members  included in  the payment .  

EVENTS PLANNED 

September 14th 

Location: Georgian Bay Arrive by 10:30 am Ship departs at 11:00 am 

Cost: Group cost $62.00 per person (includes HST and gratuity)  

Payment Is Due: July 12 (e-transfer, cheque or cash).     

The 3 hour tour includes a served lunch menu of Kale and Romaine Caesar salad, Artisan rolls with but-

ter, Penne a la Vodka, Garlic Rapini, 3 Cheese Chicken Parmesan, Butter Tarts and coffee/tea 

Contact Wendy Van Straten at wcvanstraten@yahoo.ca 

August 17 from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Location: the Van Straten residence, 3 King St. South, Cookstown    

Bring your beverage of choice and a snack. Capacity is limited to 30 people. 

Contact Wendy Van Straten at wcvanstraten@yahoo.ca 

August 30 at the Bond Head United Church Start Time: 7:30 pm Cost: $10.00 

per person   

Bring your own beverage, lawn chairs and blankets. Water and snacks provided. 

Cost: $10.00 per person  Contact Deb Liukaitis at dliukait@sympatico.ca 

 

Stars: Joe Pesci, Marisa Tomei and Ralph Macchio 

New York lawyer Vinny has never won a case. When his teenage cousin Bill and his friend Stan 

are accused of murder in a backwater Alabama town, it's up to the nervous Vinny to save him 

from jail, even though he's only ever tried personal injury cases before, and none of them successfully.  

Featuring—My Cousin Vinny 

Mini Golf Tournament —July 27 at 3:00 pm 

Location: Cardinal Golf Course, 2740 Davis Drive (Hwy 9) Park in ease course parking lot 

Cost: $8.00—age 65 or older Under 65—$10.00  

Awesome trophy awarded to the winner  Organizer: Amy Wright 

mailto:bradfordprobus.treasurer@gmail.com


 

September 12th, 2022 

at Bond Head Golf Course, 4805 7th Line Bond Head  

HAPPY HOUR BEGINS AT 4:OO PM DINNER AT 5:30 PM 

E-transfer  payments to  bradfordprobus.treasurer@gmail.com.  In  the message f ie ld  

include:  name of  the event  and names of  the members  included in  the payment .  

EVENTS PLANNED 

Enjoy a selection of hors d’oeuvres with a cash bar 

DINNER OF:  Mixed baby green salad, Roasted chicken supreme with Dijon cream 

sauce, roasted potatoes and seasonal vegetables.  

There will be a Vegan or Vegetarian choice as well.  

Dessert is warm apple crisp or New York style cheesecake. Tea and coffee. 

 

Please advise us 2 weeks ahead of time by Sept 1st 

! 

COST IS $50.00 per member Guests- $55.00 

PLEASE SEND YOUR PAYMENT NO LATER THAN  

SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 e-transfer, cheque or cash. 

mailto:bradfordprobus.treasurer@gmail.com


BRADFORD   

PROBUS CLUBS 
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Bid Euchre   Deborah Liukaitis dliukait@sympatico.ca 

Book Club  Cheryl Blair cheryl_blair@rogers.com  

Dinner Club  Dale Tasker dale.tasker@rogers.com 

Knitting   Linda Alsop lindacvano@gmail.com 

Walking/Hikes   Amy Wright amywright0@hotmail.com 

Bridge  Bob Evans  bob20evans@gmail.com 

BOOK CLUB (Cheryl Blair)  Book Club is taking a hiatus for July and August  

This link is access to all books the club has read: Book Club - The PROBUS Club of Bradford   

Gentlemen! Looking for a volunteer to organize 

a men’s ROMEO breakfast. Start a morning 

with carbs and conversation with the gang.  

Volunteers can contact  

Dave McMillan at dmcmillan2000@rogers.com 

or Pete Liukaitis at pliukait@sympatico.ca. 

July 6th the RODEO ladies 

had lunch at MinHo in 

Bradford.  

Any one who knows of a 

good place to eat and 

would like to organize a 

lunch email Brenda Andrews at dbandrews2004@gmail.com. 

KNITTING-  The SSK ladies have packed up their needles and are taking a break for July and August. Time 

to start planning projects for the fall! 

If you would like to join contact Linda Alsop at lindacvano@gmail.com 

DINNER CLUB—This group worked around busy summer schedules and met at the Watt cottage near Baysville. Thanks 

to our gracious hosts Bob and Eleanor for the wonderful dinner; the boat tour; lounging on the dock; swimming and towing 

Dale waterskiing. A perfect warm sunny day. Peggy and Earl cooked a great brunch the next day and we left paradise for 

home! 

All clubs are actively operating unless 

contacted by the club coordinator. 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
https://bradfordprobus.weebly.com/book-club.html


PEOPLE ON THE DANUBE 

As many of you may know, Dale and I took a wonderful river boat trip on the Danube in June. We 
cruised from Budapest, Hungary to Passau Germany and then bussed to Prague, Czech Republic. We 
saw many castles, churches  and heritage sights. The scenery was so beautiful and of course, we took 
many pictures.  

But there was another attraction along the Danube and that is the people we encountered on our trip 
and this is what I would 
like to share.  

 

Hari Krishnas parade. Loud and joyful. 

Those energetic Hungarian folk dancers and their suave back-up 

Musician on the left was happy I did the polka down the street. 

The organ grinder in Budapest. 

Yes that is a “thing”. 

Delighted to witness a wedding in Passau, Germany.  
Vienna and a wonderful opera just for our group. 



PEOPLE ON THE DANUBE 

 

IKEA calling...they want the 

plans for how to build this 

yacht. 

Street artist and his 

beautiful work. 

Questionable style choices in 

Prague. But this chap did agree 

we looked pretty in pink. 

Some random 

guy who thought 

he could ace the 

test chair at the 

Sex Machine Mu-

seum. 

Horizontal Bike Rack 
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THE MODELS OF “AMERICAN GOTHIC” painted by Grant Wood, 1930 

Most of us are familiar with the painting called American Gothic. 
The painting shows the images of a man and a woman standing in 
front of a small wooden house. She is in her apron, he’s holding a 
pitchfork, and both are standing a bit stiffly and look a little grim. 
Even though we recognize the picture, many people don’t really 
know much about it. Who were the figures that the picture repre-
sents?  
 
The painting was created in 1930 by Grant Wood, and it became 
an instant success, according to the Art Institute of Chicago, 
where it was first exhibited. Wood gained the inspiration for the 
picture when he was on a trip to the small town of Eldon, Iowa. 
 
While he was there, he noticed a small wooden house with a sin-
gle large, medieval-style window on the second floor. It was built 
in the style known as Rural Gothic, or Carpenter Gothic. He found 
the window a pretentious addition to what was otherwise a hum-
ble structure, and he sketched it on the back of an envelope. 
 
For the farm couple standing in front of the house, Grant used his sister and his dentist as models. His dentist was Byron 
McKeeby, who was 62 at the time. Wood had a great deal of time over the years to observe McKeeby while sitting in his 
chair, and was very taken with the dentist’s hands, which were, in Wood’s estimation, strong and full of character. 
 
Wood originally wanted his mother, Hattie, as the female figure in the work, but was concerned that posing for an extended 
time might be too taxing for her. Instead, he substituted his sister, Nan. Wood’s mother still offered up her contribution to 
the finished product, though, as the apron and the cameo Nan wears in the image belong to Hattie. 
 
He dressed his models in vintage clothing, making them resemble tintypes from an old family album, and painted them in a 
style like that used in the Flemish Renaissance using a high degree of detail. Interestingly, the picture was not created all in a 
piece. The house and both models were all painted separately, at three different times and locations. 
 
Article from “Lost in History” 

Quote from Bob Rae, who posted this on Twitter, 
“They look so much happier in real life.” 

Grandma's Boyfriend… 

A 5-year old girl went to visit her grandmother one day. She played with her dolls as grandma dusted the furni-

ture. At one point, she looked up and asked: "Grandma, how come you don't have a boyfriend?"  

Grandma replied: "Honey, my TV is my boyfriend. I can sit in my bedroom and watch it all day long. The TV 

evangelists keep me company and make me feel so good. "The comedies make me laugh. I'm so happy with my 

TV as my boyfriend."  

Grandma turned on the TV and the picture was horrible. She started adjusting the knobs trying to get the pic-

ture in focus. Frustrated, she started hitting the back of the TV hoping to fix the problem. The little girl heard the 

doorbell ring so she hurried to open the front door. When she opened the door, there stood Grandma's minis-

ter. The minister said: "Hello young lady. Is your grandma home?" The little girl replied: "Yeah, she's in the bed-

room bangin' her boyfriend."  

The minister fainted... 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
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History Facts 

Dr. Emily Stowe was the first female doctor to practice in Canada, 

and officially received her license to practice medicine in 1880. She 

was also a pioneer for women’s medical education, and today, 

about 54% of physicians in Canada under the age of 40 are women. 

In the 1930s in the United States, sacks containing flour and grain were made of 

cloth, primarily cotton. The Kansas Wheat company, in the midst of the Great De-

pression, realized that the poorest families were reusing them to sew dresses for 

women and girls, so to make them more captivating they decided to print them with 

floral and colorful motifs.  

The initiative was a huge success: they made sure that the ink used for the logos 

would fade after a simple wash, and some bags even had the patterns already drawn 

on the fabric, ready to be cut and sewn.  

A marketing tactic that helped American families get through a particularly difficult 

period, also useful as a source of income for women who would later sell their recy-

cled models.  

The tallest tree in 

Wales got damaged 

by a storm and was 

supposed to be cut 

down, instead chain-

saw artist Simon 

O'Rourke found a 

better solution to 

symbolize the tree’s 

last attempt to reach 

the sky.  

George Jetson was a 40 year old 

dad in 2062… that means,          

he was born this year. 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html


w w w . b r a d f o r d p r o b u s . w e e b l y . c o m / a c t i v i t y c l u b s . h t m l  

See you at the next PROBUS meeting! 

August 9th—10:00 am 
At St. John’s Presbyterian Church 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html

