
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Dear PROBUS Members: 

 

On May 14th, our very own Brenda Andrews was acclaimed 

as President of Probus Canada for 2022-23. As we all know, 
Brenda is eminently qualified to lead our national Probus Canada organiza-

tion. Well done, Brenda, we are so proud of you! 

 

The Social Committee, led by Wendy, needs additional volunteers to assist in 

organizing our social events. Please consider joining her team so that we can 

continue to run such wonderful events. 

 

On a different note, below is some historical information which I hope that you 

will find interesting: 

 

May 8, 1945, marked the end of the Second World War-Victory in Europe Day. 

In May 2020, the Netherlands held a Canadian Liberation Festival in the com-

munity of Apeldoorn to remember and honour the members of the Canadian 

army who arrived in 1945 to free and feed the Dutch. 

 

In the final years of the war, the Dutch had a very bad time of it. They weren’t 

just an occupied nation; they were an enslaved people. Citizens died due to 

food shortages in the winter of 1944-45. They ate tulip bulbs, weeds, and 

boiled bark to survive. Unfortunately, 20,000 people still died of starvation. 

Did you know that Canada sheltered the Netherland’s future Queen Juliana 

from the Nazi’s? While in our country, she gave birth to a daughter, Margriet in 

the Ottawa Civic Hospital. Her hospital room was temporarily made extraterri-

torial thereby considered international territory to ensure that Margriet was 

not born on Canadian soil and would thus retain her place in the royal succes-

sion.   

 

No other country thanks and remembers Canada more than the Dutch. Their 

people are forever grateful and show their thanks and appreciation by: send-

ing 20,000 tulip bulbs to Ottawa annually, decorating their households and 
flying our flag not to mention honouring the tombstones in each of the three 

Canadian war cemeteries in the Towns of Bergen op Zoom, Groesbeek and 

Holten. 

 

Until next time, 

Dave 
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 2022 Executive Committee:  

President: Dave McMillan  

Vice President: Bunny Kaufman 

Secretary:  Cheryl Blair 

Treasurer: Lorna Foti  

Social Chair: Wendy Van Straten  

Communication Chair: 

 Deborah Liukaitis 

Technical Chair:  Pete Liukaitis 

Speakers’ Chair:   Philip Junop  

Members Chair: Patricia Dion 

Major Events: 

 Brenda Andrews and 

 Peggy Michaud 

Members at Large:  

Dale Tasker and Pat Mohren 

Past President: Dave Martin 
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PROBUS News…. .  
PROBUS  C lub  of  Brad-

Volume 133, Published June 2022 

Next PROBUS meeting     
July 12th at 10:00 am 

At St. John’s Presbyterian Church 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
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PROBUS Club of Bradford’s 10th Anniversary Presentation  

Today PROBUS Canada President, Brenda Andrews presented PROBUS Club of Bradford President, Dave McMil-

lan with the 10 Year Anniversary Certificate for our club. PROBUS Club of Bradford was chartered on July 7, 

2010. Below is a list of the charter members and a picture of those members who attended today. 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
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Guest Speaker– Angelica Ganeau, “The Story Behind My Song”  

Shirley Bowles is this month’s “Who Is It?” 

• She was born on the same day that Queen Elizabeth ascended to the throne, Feb. 6, 

1952. 

• Retired from teaching in 1987 and volunteered for 28 years for Pastoral visiting at  

Southlake Hospital. 

• Enjoys curling, lawn bowling, line dancing and is a choir member with the Golden Aires. 

• Has traveled to all continents except Antarctica. 

July Guest Speaker...Sherry Lawson, Native Author and Activist 

with Lorna Foti 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS...  

Betty Fallis-Trow Christine Granger 

Kent Kaufman Terry Marshall 

Dave McMillan Peggy Michaud 

Sam Polsinello Ellen Rombough 

Dale Tasker  Bob Watt  

JUNE MEETING HIGHLIGHTS...  

Sherry Lawson is the middle daughter of an Anishinaabe father and an Algonquian mother. She grew 

up on Rama Reserve near Orillia, Ontario in the lean 50’s and 60’s. Being a member of the Loon 

Clan meant that her destiny was to get people working together for community betterment. Sherry’s 

father and his mother were a wealth of knowledge on topics of Native People, history, language, and 

culture. She thrived under their tutelage. 

Sherry’s professional life took her from the halls of justice to helping deliver a breakfast program in 

area schools, from improving library and literacy services to First Nations communities, to speaking 

to hundreds of audience members at a time, about how things used to be B.C. (Before casino).  

A lady with a beautiful singing voice, Angelica told an interesting story about her singing career as a 

child in Romania; her immigration to Canada and a new life and singing career here. Persistence and 

self-discipline were her closest companions as she embarked on a journey of healing her heart and re-

discovering her passion for music and writing. Angelica has written and produced of a number of music 

CD's and is the author of two books.  

$46.00 was won by Evelyn Marshall. Lucky lady! 

Brenda Andrews is 

the new President 

of PROBUS Canada 

for 2022/23. 

Bradford Club Pres-

ident, Dave McMil-

lan presented 

Brenda with a bou-

quet of posies for 

recognition of her new role. Congratulations! 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/1t17X7odCbc
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EDENVALE Aerodrome — AVRO ARROW—June 7th 

 
It was a dreary, rainy day but our tour of the hangar at the Edenvale Aerrodrome did not disappoint.  

Edenvale Airport was originally an overflow/training runway for Base Borden during WWII. Years later the property was 

purchased by Milan Croupa. He built hangars for his plane and now stores over 100 other privately owned planes. In 

2011 the Canadian Air and Space Museum was evicted from Downsview Park and Milan acquired the Avro replica and 

the rest of the collection from the Pearson Airport where they were stored. 

It was a very informative, interactive tour of Canada’s contribution to aviation over the years. 

Tiger Moth built from 1934 to 

1945 

This plane is huge!  

Was built in Canada from 1957 to 1959 as an interceptor. There were fears of a Russian invasion from the north. 

The program was cancelled in 1959 by Prime Minister Diefenbaker (under much speculation as to why) and put over 

20,000 people out of work. 

Hands on but Jo 

couldn’t get it off 

the ground. 

This is more my style. 

The peddles should get 

me in the air. 

Snow Birds! 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html


 

September 14th 

Location: Georgian Bay Arrive by 10:30 am Ship departs at 11:00 am 

Cost: Group cost $62.00 per person (includes HST and gratuity)  

Payment Is Due: July 12 (e-transfer, cheque or cash).     

The 3 hour tour includes a served lunch menu of Kale and Romaine Caesar salad, Artisan rolls with but-

ter, Penne a la Vodka, Garlic Rapini, 3 Cheese Chicken Parmesan, Butter Tarts and coffee/tea 

Contact Wendy Van Straten at wcvanstraten@yahoo.ca 

E - t ransfe r payments to bradfordprobus.treasurer@gmail.com.  In t he message f ie ld 

include:  name of  t he event  and names o f  t he members inc luded in t he payment.   

EVENTS PLANNED 

Scanlon Creek—June 21st at 11:30 am    

Buffet Lunch—Pulled Pork or Chicken on a hoagie bun with coleslaw, Creamy Greek 

Macaroni Salad, pickles, hot peppers, Caesar Salad with crisp romaine, crumbled 

bacon, homemade croutons, Fresh Vegetable Platter and Assorted Mini Dessert 

Squares. Perhaps a walk after lunch. 

Bring lawn chairs and your own beverages (no alcohol please).  

Any questions, contact Wendy Van Straten at wcvanstraten@yahoo.ca 

SUMMER 

PICNIC  

Be at the Ferry Terminal at 10:15 am.  A fee of $5.60 for the island ferry ticket. 

A 90 minute tour at a leisurely pace on easy accessible paths.  

Also, on Ward’s and Algonquin, enjoy the many galleries displaying local artist’s work available to purchase. 

Ward’s Island also has two licensed restaurants, The Island Café and Riviera. 

Contact Wendy Van Straten at  wcvanstraten@yahoo.ca if you have any questions. 

July 19th 

August 17 from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Location: the Van Straten residence, 3 King St. South, Cookstown    

Bring your beverage of choice and a snack. Capacity is limited to 30 people. 

Contact Wendy Van Straten at wcvanstraten@yahoo.ca 

August 30 at the Bond Head United Church Start Time: 7:30 pm Cost: $10.00 per person   

Bring your own beverage, lawn chairs and blankets. Water and snacks provided. 

Feature movie—TBA  Contact Deb Liukaitis at dliukait@sympatico.ca 

Hold the Date! 

mailto:bradfordprobus.treasurer@gmail.com


BRADFORD   

PROBUS CLUBS 

w w w . b r a d f o r d p r o b u s . w e e b l y . c o m / a c t i v i t y c l u b s . h t m l  

Bid Euchre   Deborah Liukaitis dliukait@sympatico.ca 

Book Club  Cheryl Blair cheryl_blair@rogers.com  

Dinner Club  Dale Tasker dale.tasker@rogers.com 

Knitting   Linda Alsop lindacvano@gmail.com 

Walking/Hikes   Amy Wright amywright0@hotmail.com 

Bridge  Bob Evans  bob20evans@gmail.com 

BOOK CLUB (Cheryl Blair)  June’s read is “A Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor Towles.   

A Gentleman in Moscow immerses us in another elegantly drawn era with the story of Count Alexander 

Rostov. When, in 1922, he is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the count is sen-

tenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an in-

domitable man of erudition and wit, has never worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic room 

while some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors. 

Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him a doorway into a much larger world of emotional 

discovery. 

 

Brimming with humour, a glittering cast of characters, and one beautifully rendered scene after another, this singular novel 

casts a spell as it relates the count’s endeavour to gain a deeper understanding of what it means to be a man of purpose.   

There are no meetings for July and August. 

This link is access to all books the club has read: Book Club - The PROBUS Club of Bradford   

Gentlemen! Looking for a volunteer to organize a 

men’s ROMEO breakfast. Bet you can’t wait to kick 

start summer with a morning of carbs and conver-

sation with the gang. Volunteers can contact Dave 

McMillan at dmcmillan2000@rogers.com or Pete 

Liukaitis at pliukait@sympatico.ca. 

Ladies! We had a great 

time in May at The Perfect SNZ in Bradford. 

Let’s try and do this again. Any one who knows of a 

good place to eat and would like to organize a lunch 

email Brenda Andrews at 

dbandrews2004@gmail.com. 

PROPOSAL FOR A NEW CLUB 

Peter Ellis announced he would like to start a Debate Group. Topics discussed would be suggestions from club members. 

The group discussions will follow PROBUS Canada’s Mission and Purpose which state clubs must be non-political and 

non-sectarian.  

Anyone who would like to participate can contact Peter Ellis at peterellis1000@gmail.com 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
https://bradfordprobus.weebly.com/book-club.html


MEMORIES WITH PAINT AND PAPER  

Memory is a way of holding on to the things you love, the 
things you are, the things you never want to lose. ~ Kevin 
Arnold  

Ann Evans has her own way of preserving her life’s mem-
ories. Sketching, water colour paint and paper Ann has 
created a lifetime of images from when she was a child 
living in Wales and England and her many trips abroad.  

When I toured Ann’s 
cottage style home eve-
ry room I entered was 
filled with Ann’s 
paintings, all organized 
and displayed by 
theme. The entrance 
hallway held paintings 
of animals and scenes 
of farm life in Wales 
(where her family and heart is). 
Horses, cows, sheep, a curious 

ginger cat, chickens in 
barn yards, all tranquil 
settings of a peaceful 
life.  

The sitting room and dining 
room is a gallery of scenes 
from her travels through 
Europe and the kitchen 
walls held her renditions of 
studies in trees.  

Then we enter her 
“studio”...an amazing col-
lection of Ann’s prolific    
talent.  

Besides horses, Ann loves to draw and paint people. Chil-
dren playing in the 
countryside; young 
ballerinas waiting to 
start their lessons; a 
little girl showing off 
her dress and a cou-
ple enjoying a quiet 
moment on a park 

bench are just a few of the wonder-
ful works on display. What is not 
visible are the MANY painting 
books she has filled and the many 
art pieces she has not been able to 

hang because she 
has run out of 
walls. Some of 
these books date 
back to her child-
hood.  

For 10 years Ann has also 
painted her own cards and cal-
endars that she gifts to close 
friends. Each calendar is filled 
with beautiful images along 
with a special quote that would 
be appropriate to the image. 
Did I mentioned she also loves 
poetry and collecting motiva-
tional and famous quotes? 

But Ann’s first love is painting. 
As a child, her father would 
give her pencils and a sketch book when they were trav-
eling in the car. Ann would fill the pages with images of 
things she saw along the way. As a teenager she attended 
the Manchester Collage of Fashion and Textile Design. 
Ann remembers going to the market in the morning with 
her mother; buying fabric and making something to wear 
for that night.  

When Ann came to Canada, she became a behaviour 
teacher, teaching identified students to read. She also 
taught them art which gave them something to look for-
ward to and help them express themselves. Ann has 
many fond memories of some past students and often 
wonders how they fared. She still has students who have 
been referred to her by psychologists. 

Ann has lived her life preserving her memories through 
her art and generously sharing her passion with friends 
and students. Too bad she doesn’t have a gallery so we 
can all enjoy her special talent. 

A scene from Wales. 



 

She wasn’t supposed to be there of course. She was meant to 
be in relative safety, sitting on a transport barge in the English 
channel with all the other journalists. But the previous even-
ing, war correspondent, Martha Gellhorn, had boldly boarded 
a hospital barge with her press credentials and the story that 
she was there to interview nurses. It was a sham, of course, 
but it got her onboard, where she found a bathroom and 
locked herself in. She spent a miserable night, horribly seasick, 
but when she crept out of her hiding place the next morning, 
she had a front-row seat to one of history’s greatest moments 
- the invasion of Normandy, June 6, 1944.  

Thousands of ships and 160,000 men faced the great cliffs as 
tons of bombs rained from overhead. It would be perhaps the 
greatest news story of all time, but Martha found that it was-
n’t her skill as a writer that was needed.  

The sea was filled with dead and wounded soldiers, and she 
leapt into action, helping wherever and however she could. At 
nightfall, she waded ashore with the medics and found herself 
on Omaha Beach, a stretcher-bearer with blistered hands, 
soaked to the skin with sea water and exhaustion. She would 
labor through the night, the daring she had known the night 
before transformed into bravery as she followed the mine 
sweepers. She was the first woman to land on the beaches at 
Normandy on D-Day and one of the first journalists to report 
from Dachau Concentration Camp when it was liberated on 
April 25, 1945. 

In the days to come, Martha Gellhorn left Normandy beach a 

different person; no 
longer an observer of 
history, but a partici-
pant…the lone woman in 
the D-Day invasion.  

Heroism sometimes ar-
rives on a wave of op-
portunity, and we either 
rise or we don’t. 
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D-DAY June 6, 1944...She Wasn’t Supposed To Be There 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html


 

w w w . b r a d f o r d p r o b u s . w e e b l y . c o m / a c t i v i t y c l u b s . h t m l  

FUN FACT: 

I care not for a man’s religion whose dog and cat are not the better for it. – Abraham Lincoln  

President Abraham Lincoln was well known for his love of ani-
mals. He was the first president to bring cats to the White 
House.  
 
Lincoln was given an unexpected gift of two kittens from 

William Seward, then Secretary of State. The President 

pampered his cats, Tabby and Dixie. It is told that he 

once fed Tabby from the table during a formal dinner at 

the White House.  Later when  the president’s wife Mary 

expressed her concern and embarrassment to her hus-

band about feeding Tabby from the table in front of their 

guests, it is told the president stated, “If the gold fork 

was good enough for former President Buchanan, I think 

it is good enough for Tabby.” He was also known to bring 

home stray cats from time to time. 

Caleb Carman, Lincoln’s friend, told how the president 
would talk to his cats for half an hour at a time. During 

his term, Lincoln remarked, “Dixie is smarter than my 
whole cabinet! And furthermore she doesn ’t talk back!” 

President Lincoln with his cat Tabby. 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
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With its expressive face, collar of feathers, and black and grey tones, there's no denying 

that the harpy eagle is a striking creature. But if its distinct appearance isn't impressive 

enough, its height and wingspan certainly are. These powerful birds of prey can reach up 

to 3 feet 5 inches in height, with an overall wingspan of up to 7 feet 4 inches—making 

them look almost like a puppet out of Jim Henson's Labyrinth. 

Its incredible size and unique appearance has made the harpy eagle quite a popular fig-

ure on the internet. For a quick comparison, a female bald eagle averages up to 12 

pounds, while the female harpy eagle weighs between 13 and 20 pounds. As female ea-

gles are always bigger than their male counterparts, it's worth noting that a male harpy 

eagle will weigh between 9 and 13 pounds.  

Despite its overall large size, its wingspan is actually a bit shorter than some other ea-

gles—this is due to habitat. These rare birds live in the upper canopy of tropical lowland 

rainforests from Mexico to Brazil and northern Argentina. The shorter wings help them 

navigate better through the forest, as opposed to other eagle species that mainly fly in 

large, open areas. Still, the harpy eagle remains the largest extant eagle in the world. 

In terms of appearance, its black, grey, and white feathers are identical in both males and 

females, with the raised feathers on its head giving the bird a quizzical expression. If the 

harpy eagle's goth look wasn't fearsome enough, take note of its powerful talons. The rear talons 

are actually bigger than the claws of a grizzly bear and measure 5 inches in length. In fact, no other 

eagle has talons so large. With such power, it should come as no surprise that the harpy eagle is at 

the top of its food chain.  

Sloths and monkeys are favorites for this raptor. They rarely soar long distances. By preserving their 

energy, they have more than enough strength to pick up small animals weighing up to 

17 pounds. Silent hunters—they don't vocalize much—these eagles will sit for hours on 

end in a perch, just waiting for a meal to walk by. Capable of flying up to 50 miles per 

hour, it's no problem for them to then swoop down and snatch their food. 

Sadly, harpy eagles are becoming a rare sight across Latin America as rainforest defor-

estation diminishes their habitat. As harpy eagles are monogamous and raise just one 

eaglet every two years, even a slight downturn in numbers can make population recov-

ery difficult. The loss of this apex predator in some environments is a huge blow to the 

ecosystem. 

Article in My Modern Met, Jessica Stewart and Emma Taggart, June 2021 

The Harpy Eagle 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
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See you at the next PROBUS meeting! 

July 12th—10:00 am 
At St. John’s Presbyterian Church 

Congratulations to Queen Elizabeth on her Platinum  

Jubilee! Please click on the image to see the Queen with 

her special guest for tea. I just loved this video! 

This is the Queen’s for-

mer protection officer, 

Richard Griffin, who 

worked with the royal 

family for more than 30 

years. Listen to his story 

about how the Queen 

has a sense of humour. 

Click on the image for a 

chuckle.  

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7UfiCa244XE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v85cvrCWMSQ

