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PROBUS meeting            
February 14 at 10:00 am 

At St. John’s Presbyterian Church 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear PROBUS Members: 

Welcome to 2023! I don’t know about you, but for me 

the time seems to be moving faster and faster. Does that mean I’m getting old-

er and older? 

The celebration of a new year and new opportunities has been one of the few 

constants in human life throughout time. Ancient Mesopotamia was known to 

celebrate it 10,000 years ago. In 1800 BC, Ancient Babylon would hold a 12-

day festival at the start of planting season. Ancient Rome celebrated on 2 differ-

ent dates during its history. In the period known as the Roman Kingdom the fes-

tivities were in March, the beginning of spring. As the Roman Empire and its 

change to a new calendar, the month of Janus (January) became the new year. 

Each country and time had its own traditions. During the Middle Ages, France 

would hold the Feast of Fools.  It was the one day of the year where public 

drunkenness and making fun of officials was allowed. In Scotland, the best-

looking family member would be the first one to pass through the threshold of 

the home. And in Ireland, the home would be scrubbed to wash away bad luck 

and candles would be lit for the spirits of dead loved ones to visit. 

Modern North American traditions are well known. Times Square and its New 

Year ball drop began in 1907/08. It has been held every year since other than 

1942 and 1943. In 1972 Dick Clark’s New Year’s Rocking’ Eve was first tele-

vised. It is now syndicated worldwide and as a result the ball currently drops in 

cities around the world.   

Traditions in our own homes have their origins in history. Champagne toasts 

began with the 16th century European elite. Noisemakers have been used 

through the years to scare away bad luck and spirits. And singing Auld Lang 

Syne became popular in 1929 thanks to Robbie Burns and Guy Lombardo: shar-
ing a glass of something for old times’ sake, reminiscing about good times, old 

friends, good memories. 

At the Probus Club of Bradford, 2022 provided many good times with old 

friends.  After 2 years, we once again were able to meet in person. We celebrat-

ed the seasons with a picnic on the first day of summer and had our first Octo-

berfest.  The bus trip to Niagara-on-the-Lake and our Christmas lunch showed 

that we were more than ready to socialize and scare away the bad spirits of the 

last few years. 

Many more events are being planned for 2023. The year starts off with a Mur-

der on January 19! Those of us who are innocent can then proceed to enjoy the 

rest of the year and the events Wendy has in store. 

From Kent and I, wishes for a very happy and healthy 2023 to everyone. Cheers! 

Until next month… Bunny 

WELL, WOULD YOU LOOK AT THAT! 

AN OLD LANG SIGN. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html


Another good monthly meeting. Thanks to the hard work of the executive team there are more interesting speakers com-

ing up and some great events planned for the winter months. 

Here is what to look forward to coming in January, February and March. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 February Guest Speaker...  

Angie Sandow—”Angie--Tales of Determination” 

Angie was born in the 1960’s with a variety of congenital birth defects. The most noticeable 

being the limb difference in her right arm and hand. Encouraged by her parents she smashed 

through obstacles to achieve her goals. The word “can’t” was never part of her vocabulary. 

She began sharing her story to inspire, motivate and educate. 

Angie has 35+ years of experience as a Finance Professional Manager, is a motorcycle enthusiast, a breast cancer 

survivor (written her biography, “From Chemo To Throttle”), and is the Executive Producer of her award-winning docu-

mentary, “Angie—Tales of Determination”. Angie will inspire you to eliminate the word “can’t” from your vocabulary 

and overcome obstacles while helping others do the same. 

January 30th come for an afternoon of GAMES WITH FRIENDS 

Starts at 1:30 pm  Cost: $10.00 per person 

Location: Bond Head United Church, 4221 Hwy. 88, Bond Head 

Snacks, coffee, tea and water provided or bring your own food and non-alcoholic bever-

age.      For information, contact Wendy Van Straten at vcvanstraten@yahoo.ca  

 JANUARY MEETING  

CARD BINGO AFTERNOON 

February 11th  at Bond Head United Church, 4221 Hwy. 88, Bond Head 

Starts at 1:30 pm  Cost: $10.00 per person due Feb. 3rd 

Snacks, coffee, tea and water provided or bring your own food and non-alcoholic beverage. 

For information, contact Wendy Van Straten at vcvanstraten@yahoo.ca  

Don’t know how to play? Click here to get instructions on How to Play Card Bingo: 4 Steps (with Pictures) - wikiHow 

BID EUCHRE TOURNAMENT 
March 11th  at Bond Head United Church, 4221 Hwy. 88, Bond Head 

Starts at 1:30 pm  Cost: $10.00 per person due Feb. 14th 

Snacks, coffee, tea and water provided or bring your own food and non-alcoholic beverage. 

For information, contact Wendy Van Straten at vcvanstraten@yahoo.ca  

E-t ransfe r payments to bradfordprobus.treasurer@gmail.com.  In t he message f ie ld 

include:  name of  t he event  and names o f  t he members inc luded in t he payment.   

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/1t17X7odCbc
https://www.wikihow.com/Play-Card-Bingo
mailto:bradfordprobus.treasurer@gmail.com


 

An Irish Priest is Transferred to Texas 
He rose from his bed one morning.  It was a fine spring day in his new west Texas mission parish.  
He walked to the window of his bedroom to get a deep breath of the beautiful day outside.  
He then noticed there was a jackass lying dead in the middle of his front lawn.  
The priest promptly called the local police station. The conversation went like this:  
 
"Good morning. This is Sergeant Jones. How might I help you?"  
 
"And the best of the day to yourself. This is Father O'Malley at St.  Ann's Catholic Church. There's a jackass lying 
dead in me front lawn and would ye be so kind as to send a couple o' yer lads to take care of the matter."  
 
Sergeant Jones, considering himself to be quite a wit and recognizing the accent, thought he would have a little fun 
with the good father, replied, "Well now Father, it was always my impression that you people took care of the last 
rites!"  
 
There was dead silence on the line for a long moment. Then, Father O’Malley replied, "Aye, 'tis certainly true; but 
we are also obliged to notify the next of kin first, which is the reason for me call."  
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 LOOK WHAT WE HAVE BEEN UP TO  

January 17 at Boston Pizza, Bradford 

Organizer: Gwen Green gweng9@rogers.com 

The RODEO ladies turned out in full force. 

January 18 at Sunstar Grill, Holland Landing 

Organizer: Matt Granger, m.c.granger9@gmail.com 

It was a smaller group this time but Dale tells me the break-

fast and conversation were inspirational. 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/1t17X7odCbc
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WHO DONE DID IT!! 
All eyes were on these 8 suspects during the PROBUS murder mystery afternoon/
luncheon, January 19. Guests of Mr. Foxx arrived at his lavish estate (Bradford Curling 
Club) eager to solve the mystery of  Dahlia Sparrow’s untimely murder and identify the 
killer. What a great group of sleuths and some “Oscar” worthy performances by the 
suspects. 

Thanks to all who made this so much fun. 

The cast of suspects and Sargeant 
Joe Friday. 

Many of the guests showed up in period 

attire.  

It was raining feather boas and dapper gen-

tlemen! Well done! 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/1t17X7odCbc
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These are our Super Sleuths questioning the suspects. Many surprising clues were discovered…. 

These ladies made notes 

and took no prisoners! 

They could give Sgt. Fri-

day some tips. 

Cheryl is not buying 

charmer Patrick Sullivan’s 

answers. 

Ethel Bainborough 

has Pete confused? 

Sebastion McNair taking 

up a position at his fa-

vourite 

spot. 
Owen Sparrow, the 

grieving rich wid-

ower. Always quick 

to inform everyone 

that Dahlia had 

great legs.  

O-oh! Maybe a 

clue was revealed! 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/1t17X7odCbc
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The afternoon ended with two lucky winners of the “Special Sleuth Sox” draws. Lorna Foti for the lady sox and 
Dave McMillan for the men’s Super Sleuth sox.  Lorna enjoyed modelling her prize. 

AND THE ACADAMY AWARD FOR BEST ACTRESS GOES TO…..                   

ETHEL BAINBOROUGH—THE MURDERESS ! 

Cathryn Rees went into her character of Ethel Bainborough with gusto and dedication. She really did become 

Ethel, the life of the party! Well done Cathryn! Hollywood is calling you. 

THE MANY FACES 

OF ETHEL 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
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BRADFORD  

PROBUS CLUBS 

CONTACTS  

Art Fun—Ann Evans  

annlesleyevans1945@gmail.com 

 

Bid Euchre—Deborah Liukaitis  

dliukait@sympatico.ca 

 

Book Club—Cheryl Blair  

cheryl_blair@rogers.com  

 

Dinner Club—Dale Tasker  

dale.tasker@rogers.com 

 

Knitting—Linda Alsop  

lindacvano@gmail.com 

 

Walking/Hikes—Amy Wright 

amywright0@hotmail.com 

 

Bridge—Bob Evans   

bob20evans@gmail.com 

 

Discussion—Peter Ellis  

peterellis1000@gmail.com 

 

Movie—Dave McMillan  

dmcmillan2000@rogers.com 

 

RODEO—Gwen Green 

gweng9@rogers.com 

 

ROMEO—TBA volunteer 

KNITTING-  The SSK Ladies met January 24, at Lorna Foti’s. Lorna graciously of-

fered to host since Linda was under the weather. Get well soon! 

If you are interested in joining the group, contact Linda at lindacvano@gmail.com. 

Love to see new faces! 

BOOK CLUB (Cheryl Blair)   

The book for January is “Valley of the Birdtail” by Andrew Stobo  

 Divided by a beautiful valley and 150 years of racism, the town of 

Rossburn and the Waywayseecappo Indian reserve have been neighbours 

nearly as long as Canada has been a country. Their story reflects much of 

what has gone wrong in relations between Indigenous Peoples and non-

Indigenous Canadians. It also offers, in the end, an uncommon measure 

of hope.  

This book follows multiple generations of two families, one white and one Indigenous, and 

weaves their lives into the larger story of Canada. It is a story of villains and heroes, irony 

and idealism, racism and reconciliation.  

February’s read is “The Sleeping Car Porter” by Suzette Mayer 

This link is access to all books the club has read: Book Club - The PROBUS Club of 

Bradford   

ART FUN (Ann Evans)  

Ann is starting this group to encourage experienced artists, beginners and art 

buffs who would like to meet, talk art, share ideas, techniques and inspirations 

on all forms of art. Not necessary to be a Picasso, Monet, Dali, Warhol or Asher 

level. But your enthusiasm and thoughts are welcome. 

Meeting will take place January 26, at Starbucks, 177 Holland St. E., Bradford at 

10:00 am. 

Come and enjoy an informative discussion/learning experience at the price of a 

beverage. 

“Use what talents you possess; The woods would be very silent if no birds sang there 

except those that sang best.” – Henry van Dyke 

Chatham-Kent has 

named its 12 

snowplows. 
 

• Anita Shovel 

• Gordie Plow 

• Bilzzard of Oz 

• Darth Blader 

• Pillsbury Plowboy 

• Sled Zepplin 

• Buzz Ice-Clear 

• Qunuk (Inuit for snow-

flake) 

• Flurrious George 

• School’s Not Can-

celled 

• Snobi One Kenobi 

• Sleetwood Mac Gotta love 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
https://bradfordprobus.weebly.com/book-club.html
https://bradfordprobus.weebly.com/book-club.html
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FOR THE HISTORY BUFFS 

The Real Life Pinky Blinders, 1910 

You may have watched (or heard about) the intense TV series aired on 
Netflix called, “Peaky Blinders”. The show, a fictional crime drama based 
on a street gang led by an Irish/Romanian crime family called the Shel-
bys. The real Peaky Blinders were a violent gang and has made a very 
popular reappearance with the highly successful show under their name.  

Economic hardship in Birmingham (in the late 1880s) led to a violent 
youth subculture. Poor youths frequently robbed and picked the pock-
ets of men walking on the streets of slum areas of the city. These efforts 
were executed through assaults, beatings, stabbings, and manual stran-
gulation. The Peaky Blinders (PB) emerged as the most violent of these 
youth gangs. They consisted of young criminals from lower to middle-
class backgrounds as young as 12 and old as 30. They engaged in rob-
bery, violence, racketeering, illegal bookmaking and control of gambling 
and frequently fought police and attacked innocent civilians.  

Members wore signature outfits that typically included tailored jackets, lapelled overcoats, buttoned waistcoats, 
silk scarves, bell-bottom trousers, leather boots, and peaked flat caps. Even their girlfriends and mistresses were lavishly 
attired in gowns, furs and diamonds. At their peak, the gang had about 50,000 members, though this number fluctuated as 
alliances often changed or were cut off depending on their relationships with the PB. They held “control” for nearly 20 years 
until 1910, when a larger gang, the Birmingham Boys, led by Billy Kimber, overtook them.  

Birmingham historian, Carl Chinn, believes the name “Peaky Blinders” is actually a reference to the gang's sartorial elegance. 
He says the popular usage of "peaky" at the time referred to any flat cap with a peak. "Blinder" was a familiar Birmingham 
slang term (still used today) to describe something or someone of dapper appearance.[ A further explanation might be from 
the gang's own criminal behaviour; they were known to sneak up from behind, then pull the hat peak down over victims' 
faces so they could not describe who robbed them. Guns, belt buckles, metal tipped boots, fire irons, canes and knives were 
the common choice of weapons. The razor blades sewn into their cap peak (as depicted in the TV series and some novels) 
may not have been plausible. It wasn’t until 1908, when Gillette invented the disposable blades and started producing them 
in Britain and by then the PB gang was starting to lose ground against their rivals.   

Although the Peaky Blinders had disappeared by the 1920s, the gang name became synonymous slang for any violent street 
gang in Birmingham.  

Actual Peaky Binders members (left to right)— Harry 

Fowles, Ernest Bayles, Stephen McNickle, James Gilbert 

TV series actors (left to right)— Alfie Evans, Joe Cole, 

Cillian Murphy, Paul Anderson 

Consequences. 

Canada’s William Shatner sent to work at Amazon to 

pay off his space flight. 

Sneaking a piece of candy, this was the 

loudest lid. 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peaky_Blinders#cite_note-5
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PREVENTING SNOW BLINDNESS—Thousands of years ago, the Inuit 

and Yupik people of Alaska and northern Canada carved narrow slits into ivo-

ry, antler, and wood to create the world's first snow goggles. This dimin-

ished exposure to direct and reflected ultraviolet rays—thereby reducing eye 

strain and preventing snow blindness.  

The small slits not only reduce glare and reflection, but they can actually im-

prove vision. By focusing the light, the slits act much as a pinhole camera 

would and help sharpen and focus vision.  

On June 14, 1977, Parks Canada acquired a pair of Inuit snow goggles, known 

as iggaak (or ilgaak) in Inuktitut, dating to the mid-19th century. They are an 

important example of one of the earliest types of protective eyewear in the 

world, which some date as far back as the earliest Inuit period.  

 For the History Buffs 

David Humphreys Miller (June 8, 1918 – August 
21, 1992) was an American artist, author, and 
film advisor who specialized in the culture of the 
northern Plains Indians. He was most notable 
for painting his 72 portraits of the survivors of 
the Battle of the Little Bighorn. In addition to his 
portraiture, he was also featured as a technical 
advisor on Native American culture for the films 
Cheyenne Autumn, How the West was Won, and the TV show Daniel Boone. Miller also wrote several books on Indian histo-
ry. In 1948, he arranged the last meeting of the 8 last living Bighorn survivors at the dedication of the Crazy Horse Memorial. 

Paintings, movie footage and research of the Lakota Nation and their role in the pivotal American battle retold directly from 
their experience. The late David Humphreys Miller, native of Van Wert, Ohio at the age of 16, armed with a car and $100 
headed to the Pine Ridge Reservation and began interviewing the 72 surviving warriors of the Battle of Little Bighorn and the 
massacre at Wounded Knee. He learned their language, 13 in all, and ended up painting all 72. He collected their stories and 
wrote a book, “Custer’s Fall, The Indian side of the Story.” He also wrote a book called “Ghost Dance” about Wounded Knee. 

 
Most of the survivors of Little Bighorn were over 70 years old and their stories were never 
conveyed to a white man. David felt an urgency to record their testimony as these warriors 
were a majority of the battle survivors and their interviews proved very important to later 
historical studies of Custer’s fall.  

By immersing himself in the native culture, religion David made lasting friendships with many 
of the chiefs and families on the reservation.  

This is Miller painting survivor, Joseph White Cow Bull (Cheyenne) Circa 1938. White Cow 
Bull was a survivor of the Battle of a Little Big Horn. 
While talking to Joseph White Cow Bull, he was told what happened during the battle. White 
Cow Bull never said he shot Custer, but from the description of the battle, the horse the rider 
was on and corroboration from the others he spoke to, he determined it was Joseph White 
Cow Bull that shot Custer early in the fight.  
The horse the rider was on had 4 white stockings and Custer’s horse was the only horse with 
those markings. 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html
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See you at the PROBUS meeting! 

 
February 14th—10:00 am 

At St. John’s Presbyterian Church 

A reminder of a comma’s 

importance. 
What do you do 

with a sick 

chemist? 

 

If you can’t     

helium and you 

can’t curium, 

then you might 

as well barium. 

http://www.bradfordprobus.weebly.com/activityclubs.html

