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Upcoming Events: 

 March 11  -General Meeting  

Guest Speaker – Doug 

Wigglesworth, Sherlock Holmes 

 February 25 – ‘Picassa’ Workshop 

with Pete Liukaitis 

 Walks on the Wild Side with 

Cathryn Rees  

 April 3 – Stuart McLean Vinyl Café 

 April 05 – Tribute to Red Skelton, 

Georgian Theater, Barrie $44. 

 April 05- Peking Acrobats, 2 PM 

and 5PM Markham Theater $49.  

 April 15th - Honey House Tour by 

Peter Dickey 10:00 am $5. Lunch 

at Hot Stacks, Cookstown 

 May 8th to 12th - Washington Trip 

 May 14- Tribute to Ed Sullivan 

Georgian Theater $40. 

 June 23 - The McMichael Art 

Gallery Tour, 10 am 

 June 17th - International Tai Chi 

Centre Tour, $7. Tour and Lunch 

mailto:bradfordprobus@gmail.com
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February General Meeting Highlights: 
 

The General Meeting was called to order at 10:09 a.m. at St. John’s Presbyterian Church, Bradford, 
Ontario and Brenda Andrews, President, welcomed everyone as well as thanking those who 
brought the refreshments namely:  Colette Shorter, Barb Beaune, Anne Cordes and Pat Miltenburg. 
Community Sharing: 
Peter Ellis asked for all the members who assist with the Simcoe Volunteer Reading Program to get 
together for a photo today. 
Bob Evans announced that on March 31st three speakers will be discussing topics related to 
planning our futures at the Community Foundation Anatomy of Life Planning Evening at the 
Bradford Library. 

 
Brenda went through the list of upcoming events  as outlined on the previous page. 

 
Pete Liukaitis, VP, further discussed the Photo-Editing Workshop. 
It is similar to last year’s workshop, with some review and expansion. 
Participants are asked to bring their laptops and any pictures they want fixing. 
Pete will put maps to venues on our club website. 

 
Brian Fuller, Speaker’s Chair, further discussed the Wine Tasting event. 
It will be held at Lusitano Banquet Hall in Bradford and the cost is $35.00 per person which will be 
refunded if a ‘made in store wine’ is purchased. 
Five wines will be presented and prepared with a specific food. 

 
  

The 50/50 draw was won by Judy McCoubrey - $45.00 
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Guest Speakers –  

Lynda Usher & Eleanor Watt 
 

Brian introduced Lynda Usher and Eleanor Watt , PROBUS Club of Bradford 
members, who spoke about Matthews House Hospice. 
Matthews House Hospice is a registered charity offering caring, compassionate 
support to individuals, care-givers, and loved ones  facing a life-limiting illness or 
grieving a loss. 
Their theme is “Caring, Sharing and Connecting”. 
In 2012 they received an award for charity intelligence. 
They have RNs, RPNs and a team of palliative physicians and many specially trained 
volunteers. 
Volunteers work four-hour shifts, seven days a week. 
The program is free as money comes from many fund raising events. 
Efforts are being made to obtain more support from the government. 
Matthews House Hospice offers three streams of programming in the community:  
Visiting Hospice, Counselling and Support, and Wellness Programs. 
They also have a four bedroom residential hospice where there are at least two 
people to care for four residents at all times. 
The home accommodates the patients and their families. 
Eligibility is a committee decision, based on priority need. 
Property has been donated in Alliston to build a new ten-bed hospice, which should 
happen in the next few years. 
Pamphlets explaining Matthews House Hospice’s many services were available in the 
hall after the meeting. 

 
Margo McNamara thanked Lynda and Eleanor for their volunteer work with 
Matthews House Hospice and explained that she knows firsthand that what they do 
is amazing. 
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Walks on the Wild Side 
 
How wild is wild? 
There’s a jungle out there, and we had better believe it! Our dear birds, bunnies and Bambies are a 
flying, walking larder waiting for the next bird of prey or carnivore to get hungry and win the chase to 
the death. The woods in winter don’t hide the piles of feathers, drops of blood, and well-trodden trails 
of deer and coyote tracks. 
 
Probans have been out in the freezing cold monitoring these murders! We start with willing 
participants scouting for high activity areas. Next we move into surveillance, installing Bill’s 
Stealthcam! Another trek retrieves the camera. We pop the card into the computer, and the suspects 
are caught on site! 
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In the Welsh Tract Mark spotted an overnight shelter. Branches are piled in teepee fashion. A rainbow 
coloured sun umbrella is under the peak. Fabric hangs down around the walls. There is a fire pit, a 
chair, and empty water and pop bottles in the corner. Now, there would be another surveillance 
opportunity! BUT, Bill’s afraid the ‘Stealthcam’ would disappear. Your imagination will have to 
continue this tale. Send your submissions to Jayne for another newsletter!  Cathryn Rees 
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'What does love mean?' 

 
'When my grandmother  

got arthritis, she couldn't bend over and paint  
her toenails anymore.. So my  

grandfather does it for her all the time , even  
when his hands got arthritis too. That's love.'  

Rebecca- age 8 
 

'When someone loves you , the  
way they say your name is different.  

You just know that your name is safe in their  
mouth.'  

Billy - age 4 
 

'Love is when a girl puts on  
perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and  

they go out and smell each other.'  
Karl - age 5 

 
'Love is when my  

mommy makes coffee for my daddy and  
she takes a sip before giving it to him , to  

make sure the taste is OK.'  
Danny - age 7 

 
 

'Love is what's in the room with  
you at Christmas if you stop opening presents  

and listen.'  
Bobby - age 7  

(Wow!) 
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'Love is when  
you tell a guy you like his shirt , then he  

wears it everyday.'  
Noelle - age 7 

 
'Love is like a little  

old woman and a little old man who are still  
friends even after they know each other so well.'  

Tommy - age 6 
 
 

'My mommy loves me  
more than anybody  

You don't see anyone else  
kissing me to sleep at night.'  

Clare - age 6 
 
 

'Love is when Mommy  
sees Daddy smelly and sweaty and  

still says he is handsomer than Robert Redford .'  
Chris - age 7 

 
 

'I know my older sister loves me  
because she gives me all her old clothes and has  

to go out and buy new ones.'  
Lauren - age 4 
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SIMCOE VOLUNTEER READER PROGRAM 
 
 

FOR NEW READERS AND READERS AT RISK 

Peter D.M. Ellis Director, B.Ed. M. Sc. (McGill) 
4615 10th Line, Beeton, L0G 1A0, 705-458-4852 
Peterellis1000@gmail.com 
 

The Reading Program was designed by Peter Ellis in 2008 by combining five elements: 1. PM+ Readers 
from Nelson; 2, PROBUS volunteers to listen to the children; 3. 31 ribbons in six colours to celebrate 
the success of the readers as they progress through the program; 4 Funding from the Rotary Club of 
Bradford; and 5. Readers at risk or new readers in the school system and the support of teachers. 
The first school to participate in the program was Sir William Osler Public School.  PROBUS Members 
from the South Simcoe Club in Alliston provided the adults volunteers and the Bradford Rotary Club 
provided $7000 to fund the books and ribbons. The second school to participate was Fieldcrest 
Elementary School, with adult volunteers from the Bradford PROBUS Club and funds from the Bradford 
Rotary Club. Today, there are 46 children in the program. One of our success stories involves an 
immigrant child who started in the program in September 2013 who had no knowledge of English. By 
the end of the year, she achieved an incredible level 15.  This was the result of volunteers and teachers 
working together for a common aim, excellence in education. 
Last year  the Rotary Club of Bradford folded, leaving the reading program without financial support. 
The Bradford Lions have stepped in to pay for ribbons at an investment of $1000 per year. Fifteen  
Volunteers from two PROBUS Clubs continue to support the program by listening to the children for 
one or more hours a week.  
Financial support in the future will come from community donors, and indeed we have had an offer of 
$1000 providing we provide a tax receipt. Setting up Simcoe Voluntary Readers to issue tax  receipts 
would cost money to set up the association. To avoid this the School Board may issue tax receipts, but 
this has not been confirmed. Meanwhile, Volunteers from the PROBUS clubs can celebrate a successful 
reading program providing an essential service to 46 Bradford children who are new readers or readers 
at risk. Congratulations! 
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Euchre at Mark & Heather Cannata’s: 
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Perks of reaching 50 or being over 60 and heading towards 

70 or beyond! 
 

01. Kidnappers are not very interested in you. 
 
02. In a hostage situation, you are likely to be released first. 
 
03. No one expects you to run -- anywhere. 
 
04. People call at 9 PM (or 9 AM) and ask, 'Did I wake you? 
 
05. People no longer view you as a hypochondriac. 
 
06. There is nothing left to learn the hard way. 
 
07. Things you buy now won't wear out. 
 
08. You can eat supper at 4 PM. 
 
09. You can live without sex but not your glasses. 
 
10. You get into heated arguments about pension plans. 
 
11. You no longer think of speed limits as a challenge. 
 
12. You quit trying to hold your stomach in no matter who walks into the room. 
 
13. You sing along with elevator music. 
 
14. Your eyes won't get much worse. 
 
15. Your investment in health insurance is finally beginning to pay off. 
 
16. Your joints are more accurate meteorologists than the national weather service. 
 
17. Your secrets are safe with your friends because they can't remember them either. 
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18. Your supply of brain cells is finally down to a manageable size. 
 
19. You can't remember who sent you this list. 
 
20. And you notice these are all in big print for your convenience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next newsletter in April, 2014 

Editor, Jayne Greer, is on vacation! 
 

 
 


